THE REV. THOMAS HUNTER
clerks and menial servants. To the care of Hunter was
committed the education of the two sons; and for a con-
siderable time he discharged his duty in a manner highly
satisfactory to the parents, who considered him as a youth
of superior genius and great goodness of heart. Unfortun-
ately a connection took place between Hunter and the young
woman, which soon increased to a criminal degree, and was
maintained for a considerable time without the knowledge
of the family. One day, however, when Mr and Mrs
Gordon were on a visit, Hunter and his girl met in their
chamber as usual; but, having been so incautious as not to
make their door fast, the children went into the room and
found them in such a situation as could not admit of any
doubt of the nature of their intercourse. No suspicion
was entertained that these children would mention to their
parents what had happened, the eldest boy being not quite
ten years of age; but when the children were at supper
with their parents they disclosed so much as left no room
to doubt of what had passed. Hereupon the female servant
was directed to quit the house on the following day; but
Hunter was continued in the family, after making a proper
apology for the crime of which he had been guilty, attribut-
ing it to the thoughtlessness of youth, and promising never
to offend in the same way again. From this period he enter-
tained the most inveterate hatred to all the children, on
whom he determined in his own mind to wreak the most
diabolical vengeance. Nothing less than murder was his
intention; but it was a considerable time after he had
formed this horrid plan before he had an opportunity of
carrying it into execution. Whenever it was a fine day he
was accustomed to walk in the fields with his pupils for an
hour before dinner, and in these excursions the young lady
generally attended her brothers.
At the period immediately preceding the commission of
the fatal act Mr Gordon and his family were at their country
retreat, very near Edinburgh; and having received an
invitation to dine in that city, he and his lady proposed
to go thither about the time that Hunter usually took his